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I. Read the following paragraph and answer the questions below. 

The ideal of the free individual has had a profound effect on the way Americans 
view their government. Traditionally, there has been a deep suspicion that 
government is the natural enemy of freedom, even if it is elected by the people. The 
bigger and stronger the government becomes, the more dangerous many Americans 
believe it is to their individual freedom. The way in which the national government is 
organized in the U.S. Constitution provides an excellent illustration of the American 
suspicion of governmental power. The provisions of the Constitution are more 
concerned with keeping the government from doing evil than with enabling it to do 
good. The national government, for example, is divided into three separate branches 
of legislative (the Congress), executive (the President and Vice President), and judicial 
(the courts). Under a system of checks and balances, each branch has separate 
responsibilities, but the branches work together to govern the country. The men who 
wrote the Constitution designed the government this way so that no branch would 
have too much power. This division of government power is based on the belief that 
if any one part or branch of government has all, or even most of the power, it will 
become a threat to the freedom of individual citizens. 

1. Why are Americans suspicious of a strong government?
2. What is ‘a system of checks and balances?’ 
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    I. Observe the sound alternations of the boldfaced vowels in the following examples.  

      

1. State how the vowels in A change to those in B in what environment.

2. Build up a phonological rule based on what you have stated in 1. Use some of 
the phonological features presented in the following box. 

     ± high, ± low, ± back, ± consonantal, ± syllabic, ± labial, ± stress, 
     ± alveolar, ± velar, ±continuant, ± anterior

 

A B
compete [i] competition [ə]
medicinal [ɪ] medicine [ə]
maintain [ej] maintenance [ə]
telegraph [ɛ] telegraphy [ə]
analysis [æ] analytic  [ə]
solid [a] solidity   [ə]
phone [ow] phonetic [ə]
Talmudic [u] Talmud [ə]


