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The Situation in the North

Just before we sent out last month's prayer calendar, we shared the fresh report
that Australian student Alek Sigley had been detained in North Korea. We are
glad to let you know that he is safe and sound back home. According to the
North, his blogging activities publicizing restaurants in Pyongyang, etc. was
considered to be spying. Whatever the reality is, we thank God that he was

released.

Things continue to tighten up along the northern border. China has been adding
chain link fences and closed circuit TV cameras while North Korea has been
cracking down on cross-border cell phone usage going back years. With less
defector traffic, border guards, who normally supplement their income with bribes
are reduced to stealing on the Chinese side. Land usage is becoming more of an
issue as the authorities are turning grave sites into forest land and people who
build homes on farm land face severe punishment. Still, smart kids are learning
how to make money by scamming the system-- especially cell phones--even
though they do get caught. With sanctions cutting into North Korea's foreign
tradeand people are working hard to make ends meet, young mothers are paying

for private day care services so that they can go to work.

While we are all very concerned about high level summit talks, the latest news at
this point (mid-July, since I won't be able to give you the latest at the end of the
month because of my travels) seems to be that any US-NK talks will be delayed.
Of course, given the current state of affairs, this can change at a moment's
notice. As people try to figure out what the North might try to do, it is easy to
jump to the wrong conclusion. North Korea does have options and, just as they
used to play China and Russia off against each other, it looks like they are playing
the same game with China and the United States.

Remembering Our Brothers in Prison

We continue to pray for six South Koreans held in the North as well as Daily NK
journalist, Choi Song Min (alias). Here's information on the pastors and others who
have been detained and released. Please remember them in your prayers.

The River of Life School

Nothing much to report as school is out for the summer.
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The Fourth River Project and the Three Seas Center

Ben and Liz are in the U.S. for the summer. They joined together with Joy Yoon
to share about The Fourth River Project/ Ignis Community (Sumyanghana)
collaboration at the Empower 2019 conference in Brentwood, TN. While there, Ben
was asked to provide a good breakdown of the expected expenses for building
Community Village. He is working on putting together an estimate that takes into
account all of the recent changes. When it is ready, we will make it available to

anyone.

The exciting news to us is that Steve and Joy Yoon will be arriving in Taebaek the
day after Ben and Liz return from the U.S. They are buying an apartment in
town and will be settling down there. There are others who are coming this
summer as well to make Taebaek their home. We are truly looking forward to
our extended community growing. Praise the Lord!

Another important development is that the Members of Jesus Abbey have given us
the go-ahead to incorporate The Fourth River Project as a non-profit corporation
in Korea. We will be working on that starting in September. We expect that it

will take a number of months to work it all out.

Thank you for all your prayers for North Korea, for The Forth River Project and
for all who are coming to work together in Taebaek for the sake of North Korea.

In Christ's Name,

Ben Torrey

Director

The Fourth River Project, Inc.

www.thefourthriver.org



