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[Abstract]

Inquiry into learning as cultural practice:
Did Mari cook on earth?

Park, Dong-seop
Silla University

In this essay, my research aims to define leamning anew, which has been defined as
changes within an individual or accumulation of new knowledge within the head both in
psychology and in common sense, as cultural practice.

The new definition of learning as cultural practice goes beyond the perspective in which
learning is viewed as changes inside an individual, i.e., in a closed space, and deals with it
as the product of constant interaction between an individual and the outer world including
socio—cultural history.

To achieve my research goals, | analyzed the data of a video in which Marie, a girl with
multiple disabilities at a special-education school of Hukui in Japan, shows how to cook.

To analyze the data, | employed Vygotsky's perspective, Wersch's perspective — Wertsch
is a Neo-Vygotskian — and Lave and Wenger's perspective, they are the originator of
Situated Learning.

Second, when we define learning both as changes inside an individual and as cultural
practice, | examined how we can view Mari's cooking activity differently with those
definitions.

Third, | inquired onto what basis we defined learning as changes inside an individual.

Finally, on the basis of some theoretical perspectives that | employed and some ideas
acquired from the analysis of the data, | shed new light on the definition of school-learning
as a specific cultural practice.

Key words: design, individualistic, cultural practice, learning, community of practice
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